
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Monday, 3 
December 2018 at 9.30 am at Lillyhall, Workington

PRESENT:

Mr JS Holliday (Chairman)

Mr A Bowness
Mrs RC Hanson
Mr A Kennon

Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair)
Mr J Lister
Mr T Lywood

Also in Attendance:-

Mr J Broomfield - Town Centre Manager, Allerdale Borough Council
Mrs J Currie
Mrs S Davis-Johnston

- Senior Democratic Services Officer
- Traffic Management Team Leader (West)

Mr P Groom
Mr D Hamilton

- Traffic Management Officer
- Democratic Services Officer

Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager

142 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Ms C McCarron-Holmes.

143 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED that, the minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 3 
October 2018 at 9.30am be agreed as a true and accurate 
record. 

144 ROADSIDE VERGE POLLINATOR PROJECT  - PRESENTATION FROM 
CUMBRIA WILDLIFE TRUST

Members received a presentation from Neil Harnett, Senior Conservation Officer - 
the Cumbria Wildlife Trust about the roadside verge project - ‘Get Cumbria Buzzing’. 
The aim of the project was to increase the numbers and diversity of the pollinating 
insect species including bees, butterflies and hoverflies, by providing more wild 
flowers along key movement corridors used by pollinators through north west 
Cumbria. 

The habitat of pollinators in Cumbria was described as being in line with its road 
network due to their shared necessity for low lying land. As a population there had 



been a 50% decline in number of pollinators in the last 50 years. For this reason the 
presentation was brought before the committee and detailed the following;-

 Aim
 Where is Get Cumbria Buzzing!               
 Why is Get Cumbria Buzzing! needed?
 What Get Cumbria Buzzing! wants to do?
 Verges – Finding the win-win
 Case study: Dorset County Council 
 What do we want to do? Visibility Splays
 What do we want to do? Selected Verges
 How will this be funded?
 Our ask of you?
 Summary 
 Questions

The Senior Conservation Officer informed members that in terms of financial 
benefits, the project could deliver large savings for a small investment.  Currently 
verges were cut on average three times per year and this would be reduced to once. 
However, this project would have to be piloted before savings could be accurately 
predicted. Members were encouraged to hear this.

Members asked if any effort had been made to approach United Utilities as they 
were carrying out large scale work on Cumbrian roads for the pipeline project. The 
Senior Conservation Officer responded that consideration would be given to 
whether any collaborative work could be done. 

Members asked for clarification on how the project would affect displays of flowers 
in villages and towns and the Senior Conservation Officer reassured them that 
areas like these would remain unaffected.  

The Senior Conservation Officer highlighted to members that the reasons for 
decreasing pollinator population in Cumbria was largely habitat loss as there was 
80% less meadow land in the county. Cumbria Wildlife Trust proposed to work 
closely with local areas to improve this. 

It was AGREED that the presentation be circulated to all members of Allerdale Local 
Committee to enable them to make informed decisions when the Allerdale Scheme 
list report was presented for allocation of next year’s budget (Action: DH).

145 ALLONBY TO SILLOTH CYCLEPATH - PRESENTATION FROM 
ALLERDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

Members received a presentation from Joe Broomfield, Town Centre Area Manager 
(Cockermouth, Keswick, Silloth) -  Allerdale Borough Council which laid out plans for 
their ongoing project to construct a cycle path from Allonby to Silloth. 

Updates were given on the project. A bid had been made to the Coastal Community 
Fund to provide £1 million of funding towards the construction of the cycle path. 



The Local Member for Silloth was aware of 3rd party land ownership constraints and 
the affect these could have on the project.  

Members had concerns about the lack of involvement from Cumbria County Council 
officers in discussions about the highway related issues. They asked that details of 
all highways related issues be shared with the Highways Network Manager. 

Members noted that a road safety assessment had been carried out and that issues 
had been raised relative to display signs and ingress and egress of the cyclists onto 
the carriageway, and they asked the Town Centre Manager to ensure that the road 
safety audit was shared with the Highway Network Manager (Action: JB).

Members continued to voice their concerns about the change of route, in particular, 
the proposed route through Dub Mill Point where the pathway met a stretch of road 
that was known for fast travelling cars and for having a tight bend. 

The Chair thanked the Town Centre Manager for his update. 

146 PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR ALLERDALE 
2019/2020

Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which detailed the proposals for the NPRN, lighting and small scale 
improvements programme of works for 2019/20 based on assumed funding 
allocation of £3,583,000

The Highway Network Manager took members through the report and the 
programme of work attached at Appendix 1. She highlighted that specific works had 
been chosen due to a March deadline on an extra £1.68 million funding which had 
been allocated to Allerdale. 

The Local Member for Cockermouth North asked if funding could be used to rebuild 
the wall on Derwent Road. However, the Highway Network Manager explained that 
the funding would not be able to cover public rights of way and that funding for this 
would be from a budget that was not held by the Local Committee. 

RESOLVED that, Allerdale Highways Working Group RECOMMEND to the 
Allerdale Local Committee the proposed Devolved NPRN 
Programme of Works for 2019/20, as set out in the attached 
Appendix 1 of the report,  subject to Cabinet’s confirmation of 
the devolved highways budget allocations for 2019/20. 



147 KESWICK TRANSPORT STUDY

Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which sought agreement to allocate £20,000 from the 2019/20 budget 
to support the preparation of the Keswick Transport Study (including a Parking 
Strategy). 

Members were made aware of the growing pressure in respect of parking issues in 
Keswick. The Highways team had begun preliminary designs for an on-street 
parking scheme in the ‘Back Streets’ area. A diverse range of views had been noted 
prior to consultation stages and it had been acknowledged that the need for an 
overall strategic review of both on and off street parking was required to assist in a 
joined-up approach to solving the long standing  parking issues.

Further study work would then be required to identify what highway and sustainable 
transport improvements may be needed to support local plan growth in Keswick. In 
addition, an assessment was required of current parking issues and constraints to 
identify options for the management of existing and future parking within Keswick. 
This would allow a more coherent approach to the phasing, planning and 
development of improvements. This study could provide useful evidence to help 
support the negotiation of developer contributions and support applications for 
external funding. It would also help to develop a robust and integrated strategy to 
address the parking requirements to manage Keswick Town Centre and the impact 
on the wider town and its users. 

The indicative budget for these additional works was in the region of £80,000.

At a meeting on 16 November, representatives from Cumbria County Council, Lake 
District National Park Association, Allerdale Borough Council  and Keswick Town 
Council agreed, in principle, to contribute the following amounts to preparation of the 
study: 

 LDNPA £30,000
 ABC            £30,000
 KTC £1,000

Total £61,000

RESOLVED, that Allerdale Highways Working Group RECOMMEND that 
Allerdale Local Committee agree to allocate £20,000 from the 
2019/20 budget to support the preparation of the Keswick 
Transport Study (including a Parking Strategy). 

148 COCKERMOUTH TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER REVIEW 2018/19



Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided members with the background to the proposed 
changes to parking restrictions in Cockermouth and sought to make a 
recommendation to Allerdale Local Committee on whether to proceed to statutory 
consultation and advertisement of the proposed restrictions. 

The Local Member for Cockermouth North asked for clarification regarding the 
designation of off road parking for Cockermouth Market Place (Appendix 5, 
Proposal 5, Page 41). The proposal was to alter the existing Loading Bay to allow 
for loading from 8am – 12am with disc parking from 12pm -6pm. 1 response was 
received in objection to the change, citing that deliveries were required throughout 
the day due to the nature of the business. It was therefore recommended to alter the 
proposal to split the bay into 2 sections, with a small area being retained as Loading 
Only Mon – Sat, 8am – 6pm to cater for small delivery vehicles throughout the day 
as shown as Appendix 5. Members discussed whether designating half of the 
parking bay for loading and unloading between 8am -10am would be a beneficial 
compromise. 

The Local Member for Cockermouth North did not support the proposal and moved 
an amendment, however this proposal fell due to the lack of a seconder. 

RESOLVED that, 

(1) members RECOMMEND that Local Committee agree to proceed to statutory 
consultation and advertisement of a variation to The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads, Cockermouth and Surrounding Area) (Traffic Regulation 
Order) 2014 (“the Cockermouth Order”), in relation to the proposed 
restrictions shown on the plans attached as Appendices 1 to 18 inclusive, 
having taken into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred to at 
paragraph 7.2 of the report.

(2) that Members RECOMMEND that Local Committee agree that, subject to 
there being no unresolved objections received at the end of the statutory 
consultation and advertisement of the changes referred to in paragraph 3.1 
above, that the changes be brought into operation, as advertised having 
taken into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred to at 
paragraph 7.2 of the report. 

149 ALLERDALE SPEED LIMIT REVIEW

Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which provided the background and details of the proposed changes 
to a number of speed limits in Allerdale following an informal consultation which 
concluded on 19 November 2018. Plans showing the original proposals were 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report. 



Members were told that Cumbria Highways was carrying out a review of speed 
limits in Allerdale. The proposed changes covered a mix of new or extended speed 
limits, as well as a number of revisions to existing speed limits where the existing 
speed limit had been deemed as unsuitable, following comprehensive studies. 

The proposed changes were intended to improve road safety and assist in 
maintaining efficient traffic flow in the locations under review. These changes had 
been proposed to ensure that the revised speed limits were conducive and fitting to 
their surroundings, and would therefore effectively be “self-enforcing” as per 
Department for Transport policy. 

A number of proposals involved an increase in the existing speed limit, or a removal 
of speed limit and reversion back to “National Speed Limit”. These were in locations 
where a speed limit had been previously installed, but in time it had become 
apparent that the speed limit (or a portion of it) is unsuitable for its surrounding 
location. This manifested itself as poor compliance, where an unsuitable speed limit 
in a particular location, usually results in it being almost universally ignored. 

Whilst potentially controversial, the increase of an incorrectly set speed limit to a 
higher level helped ensure that it was suitable for its surroundings; that it would be 
generally respected and self-enforcing; and where instances of transgression 
occurred, ensure that Police enforcement was reasonable and practicable. 

All proposals had been thoroughly assessed in terms of KSI (killed or seriously 
injured) collision statistics and discussed in detail with key representatives within 
Cumbria Constabulary, via a working partnership, with almost universal agreement. 

It was recommended that, due to overwhelming public objection and concerns in 
relation to accesses to properties and the constriction over the bridge the proposals 
for increasing the 30mph limit in Waverbridge to 40mph be withdrawn.  

In relation to proposals for “Thursby West” outside the new housing development, a 
number of concerns had been raised. 

The original proposed speed limit changes were informally consulted upon during 
October and November 2018. Details of the proposals were attached to the report 
as Appendix 1. 

During this time, an online survey was in operation on the Cumbria County Council 
website. Three drop-in sessions were also held in key locations, giving the public 
the opportunity to view proposals and discuss them in person – with the opportunity 
to complete feedback/survey forms where desired. 

A high number of representations were received (over 130 in total) with a broad 
range of responses and comments. One of the three drop-in sessions was 
particularly well-attended, and a considerable number of hand-written surveys were 
completed and handed in. The online survey attracted over 60 responses, and a 
number of emails and letters were submitted also. 



The Traffic Management Team Leader took members through Appendix 4 of the 
report which detailed the amended proposals following consultation and public 
feedback.

RESOLVED that, the members of the Working Group RECOMMEND to Allerdale 
Local Committee that the proposals as detailed in Appendix 4 
proceed to statutory consultation and advertisement, having 
taken into consideration responses and feedback received 
during the informal consultation process and having also taken 
into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. 

150 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER'S UPDATE

The Allerdale Highways Network Group considered a report from the Acting 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure which updated members on topical 
traffic management related matters within Allerdale.  

 Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders

Since 1 January 2018 to 21 November 2018, a total of 507 temporary traffic 
regulation orders (TTROs) had been processed for the Allerdale area.  

 Inclusive Mobility 

Inclusive Mobility works were now completed in Seaton, which included routes 
through Hunters Drive, Cape Road and Ling Road.  Works were also completed 
improving the footway route to Lakes College along the A597.

Accessible routes in Cockermouth, Kirkbride and Workington were now completed, 
with the exception of works at St Helens Street, Cockermouth and Curwendale, 
Stainburn.

 Bowness on Solway Cattle Grids

Design works continued for the second location and consultation was expected to 
begin shortly.  Liaison with affected agencies had highlighted a number of issues 
with the second location. Consultation was expected to take place shortly.

 Harrington CTP

Proposals to improve signs and road markings around The Meadows junction and 
Church Road, Harrington, had been agreed with the Local Member. Additionally, the 
creation of an improved accessible route was planned.

Members pointed out the problems caused by not allowing for parking in close 
proximity of the school in Harrington which has resulted in pupils having to walk 
from the bottom of the hill to the top. It was suggested that suitable parking be found 
for the school. Officers AGREED to investigate. 



 Road Safety Improvements – Bridekirk Dovenby CE School

Following discussions with Bridekirk Dovenby CE School, a number of 
improvements were planned to improve road safety around the school. 
Works to extend the existing footway and provide a permanent pedestrian guardrail 
were planned to be undertaken with funding provided by the CRASH group.  At 
present, a freestanding railing had been installed by staff in an attempt to protect the 
children.  This was not appropriate and therefore the engineering measures 
described had been agreed.

Engineering Safety Schemes

 Westfield Drive/Newlands Lane Junction Improvements, Workington 

Detailed designs had been produced for the introduction of a mini-roundabout at the 
junction of Westfield Drive and Newlands Lane.  The proposal was designed to 
improve egress for vehicles approaching from Newlands Lane South, as well as to 
reduce speed in an area frequented by vulnerable road users.  In addition to this, 
the design included alteration of the centre line markings along Westfield Drive from 
its junction with Newlands Lane to its junction with Nilsson Drive.  These designs 
had recently been audited, which did not highlight any major concerns.  

Members discussed whether changes at Westfield Road were inclusive of the 
amendments suggested. Officers agreed that they were and that this was one of a 
number of recommendations made after carrying out a casualty reduction study of a 
large proportion of Workington. 

 Jane Street/Oxford Street Mini-Roundabout Improvements  

Minor alterations to the mini-roundabout at the Jane Street / John Street junction 
had been designed to improve visibility for vehicles exiting John Street.  The 
intention was also to reduce traffic speeds, particularly of vehicles approaching from 
the Washington Street direction.  Unfortunately these works had been delayed and 
were now programmed for implementation in January.

RESOLVED that, the report be received and noted.

151 CRASH GROUP

Members received a verbal update from the CRASH Group. Discussion took place 
on any potential funding that could be drawn upon to improve enforcement of speed 
limits. The Local Member for Keswick asked officers to consider the use of SIDs in 
Keswick, particularly High Hill and Chestnut Hill. The Traffic Management Team 
Leader said this had been considered and that a SID is recommended only for 
Chestnut Hill.  

RESOLVED that, members received and noted the update provided by the 
CRASH Group. 



152 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date and time of the next meeting is on Friday 2 February 2019 at Lillyhall, 
Workington at 10:30am. 

The meeting ended at 12.00 pm


